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Song for Cheri

Performance Notes

Song Specific Performance Notes

This piece is from James Hill’s most recent solo CD release “A Flying Leap”.  On this

CD James presents us with a new picking style that he makes look effortless as he

navigates the fretboard of his G-String tenor ukulele.  This is another advanced piece and

will take much dedicated practice in order to play it proficiently.  In the key of B Major

the song begins with a very beautiful sequence of passages that move up and then down

the neck.  There are a couple of tough stretches that may require some compromise.  I’m

currently playing a long scale tenor and the 6-fret stretch at measure 12 is just a bit too

much for me to handle.

To help with the right hand picking I have labeled the fingering under the tab staff

directly under the symbol for either an upstroke (v) or a downstroke.  Most of the entire

song is played with alternate picking with the exception of the intro, which is almost

entirely played with the index, middle and ring fingers of the right hand.  This is the way

James has developed his right hand technique.  I however, choose to play it with my

thumb, index and middle fingers of the right hand.  I recommend doing whatever works

best for you.

Beginning at measure 46 the main melody kicks in to a fairly fast swing beat.  The song

takes on a very bluegrass type of feel at this point.  Again, I have identified the alternate,

up and down, picking pattern along with the right hand fingering at the start of this

section.  At measure 70 of the Bridge James plays the B minor chord with the thumb of

the left hand reaching over the neck to grab the 2
nd

 fret.  This makes it much easier to

execute the passage.

After the bridge the song moves back into the main melody and eventually leads back to

the intro.  This is a very challenging piece but very satisfying once you start to get in the

groove.  Don’t worry, I’m right there with you.  I have much practice to do if I expect to

be able to play this one start to finish.  Good luck and have fun.

General Performance Notes

Keep in mind that the tablature is just a guideline.  I try to transcribe the parts as close as

I can to the original recording, however, that doesn’t mean that I play them exactly as

written.  It is hard to duplicate the exact strums that the player is using so I get something

close and go from there.  The main reason I transcribe is to learn the song and have a

permanent reference to make it easier to learn the song again after I have forgotten it

months later.  I find it very helpful to follow along in the tab while listening to the

recording several times before actually attempting to play the song.  This gets you

familiar with the tab as it relates to the recording.

Tablature can be intimidating to some people.  Here is a tip I realized one day. Playing

some of the individual fret numbers seemed awkward and uncomfortable until I noticed

that they came from within the “shape of the chord”.  So whenever possible fret the



chord and then play the other notes from within the chord.  This should eliminate some

moving around and make things a bit easier.

Above all else, have fun and if you have any questions feel free to contact me at
dominic@rcsis.com

http://www.ukeland.com/~dominator/


